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WARNING 
A PT EOP LS 


That chey may Regardthe WORK of the 
LOOKED. - 


The 28th Day of the 7th Month, 1596. 


S I was pondering in my Mind of the Work and Wonders of the 
Lord, and of his great Power and Might, my Spirit was bowed, 
and my Heart was broken and tendered within me, and I laid in 
my ſelf, Are the People ſo Blind! Are they all ſo Dark and Ignorant 
and void of Underſtanding, that they cannot be awakened, to ſee and 

Wd behold the Works and Wonders of the Loxd! Or do they ſee, and are 
they not Aﬀetted therewith, nor Humbled therefore, wor Aflitted thereunder , as my 

Spirit hath been this Day : Conſidering how that the Lord doth ſeem, in divers 

places, to take away the Fruits and Encreaſe of the Earth ; even the ſtaff of Bread, 

in ſome meaſure, the good and benefit thereof, by the continued Rain, and unſea- 
ſonable Weather in the time of Corn-harveft, and gathering in of the Fruits a»d 1x- 
creaſe of the Tear, giving us to ſee with our Eyes, and not to taſte thereof, and how 
juſtly may he ſend want and ſcarcity, and cleanneſs of Teeth, inftead of plenty 
and fulneſs, becauſe of the Waſte, Exceſs, and Abuſe of his good Creatures, borh 
by Rich and Poor. For how have the Rich and Full waſted and deſtroyed them, in 

Eating and Drinking Excecſſively ; and, through the ill uſe of ſtrong Drink, often 

abuſe both themſelves and others alſo. And what Unthankfulneſs and Ingratitude 

hath been in many of the Poor unto Ged, for his Mercies and Bleſſings beſtowed 
upon them ? And what Pride and High-mindedneſs hath abounded in many places, 
ſeeking to Exceed and Excel one another therein ; as if this were their Crown and 

Glory, ſetting up their Head-attires at ſ{uch a height, as hath not been underſtood 

from former Ages, nor known in a great part of this Age, in the Country in which 

weLive? And may we not truly ſay, See and behold che Crown of Pride, exalted 
in a great Meaſure, above what heretofore, ſo that the next Generation can fcarce- 
ly exceed this, as theſe have done them that were before them; and what Light- 
neſs and Vanity, Laughter and Unſcaſonable and Unprofitable Diſcourſe is 
uſed and pra&iſed amongſt Men, reputed Wile in the World, and how common 
are Idle Words, and Evil Communication among({t the moſt of People, and what 
frequent and cuſtomary taking God's Holy Name 1n vain, without all fear or re- 
verence ; the ſeeing thereof many time is a grief and trouble to tender Conſciences. 

Qh! That People would be wiſe to conſider their latter End, and the ſhortneſs and 
uncertainty of their time here, and mind and conſider the Aflitiong Hand of God 

upon ſome, and his ſevere Judgments upon others ; and for that ſeveral are taken 

away by fhert and ſudden Death, as in a moment, in the twinkling of an Eye; 
how ſhould theſe things move and provoke People to fear and dread the Lord that 
made them, and continually ſtand in awe of him ; for none of theſe things come 
to paſs without him, either in doing of rhem, or in ſuffering them to be done, and 
that in Judgment or in Mercy ; in Judgment to the Wicked and Rebelltous that do 
not Repent and for{ake their Evil ways and doings ; but' in Mercy unto his Chil- 
dren and People that Love, Fear, and Serve him in Sincerity, and with an upright 

Heart. O that People wouſt be awakened, and not ſpend their precious Time 

in Pride, Vanity, and Lightneſs, in Joakiag and Jeſting, without Fear and without 

Underſtanding ; Seeing the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom, and a good 

Underſtanding have all they that depart from Evil, Job 28. and 28. which that ma- 


ny may ſodo, is the all-defire of him, who is, 
; A Well-wiſher to the whole Creation, and « Lover of Souls, 


Thomas Layths, 


London, Printed and Sold by T. Sowle, in — in Gracious-ſreet, 1696. 
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